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process of German growth, and has been accompanied by
the development of a strength so eminent as to have
engendered in the common herd a crowd-ideal of mere
might, which for the moment carries them away, inci-
dentally makes them the enemies of all the human race,
and should unite in opposition to them as much force as
is needful to overcome it.

Thus the German popular ideal induces in her opponents
a higher ideal that negates it. For that ideal no name is
required and none has yet been found. The Allies some-
times describe themselves as fighting for freedom, some-
times for law, sometimes for righteousness; but the fact
is that they are fighting to save the structure of their own
society from supercession by the new disciplined and
socialistically subordinated structure which Germany
has elaborated and would impose upon the world if she
could conquer it. What then is the other kind of social
structure which is in competition with the German? What
is in very truth the ideal of the Allies which this war must
make manifest and will either establish or destroy? For
that is what wars accomplish. They set up and then test
opposing ideals and the one that survives wins an epoch in
which to realize itself. Thus the wars which resulted
from the displacement of power wrought by the Renais-
sance and the consequent discovery of new worlds, pro-
duced religious and political liberty as their ultimate
outcome and ended with the Napoleonic upheaval. Those
ideals were not their cause but their consequence. The
cause of them was, as always, the innate hostility of crowds,
and especially of growing crowds. The fight produced
the ideals, not the ideals the fight.
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